Ella Guru in club and café land

2 February – 6 March 2009 – Mario’s, 6 Kelly Street, London NW1

I am interested in self-transformation, costumes, drag queens and nightlife.

We’re in Parties

This show moves through the last decade, from my “orange period” through the recent paintings inspired by clubs like Rockabaret (“Eight Nights”), The Last Tuesday Society (“Masked Ball”), Gypsy Hotel (“Two faces”, “Ane Angel”), and Lost Vagueness (“Tigerlilles”, “Fan Dance” and “The Audience”). 

The Godfather of Fancy Dress, Eccentricity, and Café Life

I met Quentin Crisp in New York. He loved cafes. We spent fours hours talking over eggs, tea and toast. I can picture him holding court in Mario’s as much he did in his adopted homeland. Born in the US, I feel accepted in London the way Mr Crisp felt accepted in America. Something about being a resident alien gives one a licence for eccentricity, more so than in the confines of one’s homeland. 

Vintage Hairstyles and Photography

I’ve included photographs of the all female glittery dance troupe the Actionettes. Nowadays I use photography as reference rather than end–product. These photos show the real people who wear beehive wigs and provide inspiration. The beehive is timeless. Rather than a 60s anachronism, my favourite wig shape comes back again and again: just look at a certain current Camden celebrity. 

London Life and a bit of Baroque

London is a wonderful place to be at the moment. Viktor Wynd’s Last Tuesday Society takes decadence and fancy dress to a new level, while retaining a bit of Baroque. Paul-Ronney Angel’s Gypsy Hotel features exciting and varied music and cabaret, and, of course, burlesque is everywhere: “Girl with Violin” is from Chazz Royale’s LBF event at the Clore Ballroom earlier this year. 

Choice and Inspiration

I am also inspired by 18th century Swiss painter Angelica Kauffmann, “The Artist hesitating between Painting and Music” is about a time in her life when Ms Kauffmann reflected on her choice between the two disciplines. I have always been involved with music, playeing guitar in the Voodoo Queens, the Deptford Beach Babes, The Tasty Ones', and Camden’s Tropics of Cancer. Music also influences a lot of my work. 

The Next Generation

My daughter Lucy sums it up: “You like pretty things, Mummy.” Lucy also likes fancy dress, and, although she was too young to attend Mr Wynd’s event, Lucy is in the Masked Ball painting, in a dress modelled after Velasquez’ Las Meninas. 
Thank you to Heather Morris, whose help was invaluable to this show. 

All prices are negotiable; instalments welcome; and commissions available

www.ellaguru.org.uk

